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SUBJECT: GREEK AMBASSADORIAL CHANGES 

1 . FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, WE HAVE HEARD VARIOUS 
REPORTS OF AN IMPENDING ROUND OF AMBASSADORIAL SHIFTS. 

WE HAVE HAD SOME OF THE SPECULATION CONFIRMED BY AN 
AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE IN THE MFA. THE PRESS HAS ALSO 
MENTIONED SOME OF THE EXPECTED CHANGES. 

2. AMBASSADOR TO NATO BRYON THEODOROPOULOS IS 
SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO ATHENS TO BECOME SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE MFA, A POSITION BEING RECREATED AS A CONSEQUENCE 

OF RECENT LEGISLATION REORGANIZING THE MFA. THEODOROPOULOS 
IS TO BE REPLACED AT NATO BY EUSTACHE LEGAKOS, PRESENTLY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 
DIRECTORATE. IN PARIS, RETIRING ARISTIDES PILAVAKIS 
WILL BE REPLACED BY DIMITRIOUS PAPAIOANNOU, CURRENTLY 
GREEK ENVOY TO MADRID. PAPAIOANNOU'S APPOINTMENT TO 
SUCH A COVETED POST WAS SOMEWHAT CONTROVERSIAL WITHIN 
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IN ANKARA, CONSTANTINE COSMADOPOULOS IS TO BE 
SUCCEEDED BY AMBASSADOR DEMITRICOPOULOS, THE CURRENT 
ENVOY IN MOSCOW. SLATED TO FOLLOW DIMITRICOPOULOS 
IN MOSCOW IS PIERRE CALOGERAS, CHIEF GREEK NEGOTIATOR 
FOR THE U.S. -GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. ALSO RUMORED, BUT UNCONFIRMED, ARE THE AMBASSADOR GEORGE 
GAVAS, NOW IN TUNIS, WILL REPLACE PAPAIOANNOU IN 

MADRID; GAVAS, INTURN, WILL BE SUCCEEDED BY 
DIONYSSIOS XENOS, PRESENTLY PERSONNEL 
DIRECTOR AT THE MFA. MFA OFFICIALS ANGHELOS 
CHORAFAS, DIRECTOR OF NATO AND CSCE AFFAIRS, AND 
MICHAEL COTTAKIS, DIRECTOR OF AFRICA, THE MIDDLE 
EAST, OCEANIA AND ASIAN AFFAIRS, ARE ALSO REPORTEDLY 
IN LINE FOR EMBASSIES IN LATIN AMERICA. 

4. COMMENT: THIS ROUND OF AMBASSADORIAL MUSICAL 
CHAIRS IS NOT UNEXPECTED AND DOES NOT SIGNIFY MAJOR 
FOREIGN POLICY SHIFTS. THE QUESTION MARK IS HOW THE 
INTERNAL DIVISION OF LABOR WILL BE MADE WITHIN THE 

MFA BETWEEN THE RETURNING THEODOROPOULOS AND INCUMBENT 

DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS JOHN TZOUNIS 

WHO HAS ACTED IN ESSENCE AS THE NUMBER TWO SUBSTANTIVE 

OFFICIAL BEHIND FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS. SOME 

SPECULATE THAT TZOUNIS WILL OVERLAP BRIEFLY WITH 

THEODOROPOULOS UNTIL THE LATTER IS FIRMLY SETTLED 

IN, AND THEN MOVE ON AS GREEK AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON, 

THE PREMIER POST IN THE GREEK DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 
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